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Traditional towns in the South Hams region 
are no di�erent and have far greater variety 
than anything built since. See Figures 47 and 
48.

�e many roles that streets can play in peoples 
daily lives are being re-examined, associated 
with a period of restatement and reconsidera-
tion of the values associated with public life; 
those activities that can only occur in public 
places.

�e term o�en used for this is Permeability. 
An environment that cannot be reached cannot 
be used, therefore permeability is a measure of 
the relative accessibility to and through an area. 
It is a precondition for all other aspects of inter-
active urbanism.

High permeability implies a network that of-
fers many possible routes from any one point 
to any other, with few dead ends and little or no 
backtracking. Low permeability indicates few 
points of access and few routes to and through 
a place.

�ese interconnected streets have not been per-
mitted for most of the 20th century because it 
was believed that movement of the motorcar 
needed a totally di�erent layout. Increasingly 
people are becoming aware that this was wrong. 
�e car may have worked more e
ciently but 
every other form of movement su�ered im-
mensely. �e motorcar can be managed within 
a connected street system. In fact it can be man-
aged better and safer. See Figures 49 and 50.

Figure 47 
Newton Abbot

Figure 48 
Dartmouth

Figures 49 and 50 
A recent tra�c manual for Ontario 
Canada proposing traditional 
interconnected streets.
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