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just boost housing numbers. In situations where 
high density is appropriate-adjoining town cen-
tres and transport nodes or overlooking public 
space-it works well providing public authorities 
and house builders are partners and not adver-
saries”

Sherford has a town centre. It has a vital and 
valuable transport route at its heart. It includes 
many open spaces varying in size and location. 
It wants and needs viable mixed-use that people 
can walk to. �e density of housing contributes 
to all these aspirations. �e key question im-
plicit in the CABE quote is what is HIGH den-
sity in the context of Sherford?

Added to that, what is the range of densities 
in speci�c situations in Sherford that give an 
overall density within government targets and 
where do those densities belong on the plan?

�e SHDC AAP states that:

“Development should be at medium to high 
density overall (at least 35-40 dwellings/ha). 
Low-density development is not compatible with 
walkable neighbourhoods or the close-knit com-
munity and �ne-grained urban structure that is 
envisaged at Sherford.”

It goes on to make several crucial observations 
that the proposed Town Plan supports and sat-
is�es.

“…not all areas within the new community should 
replicate the same pattern of layout and density. 
Housing densities are likely to be higher closer to 
the town centre and adjacent to the main public 
transport route where higher densities will create 
necessary critical population mass to support the 
full range of services and facilities needed for the 
new community to be as self-su�cient and sus-
tainable as possible…overall densities will need 
to average 35-40 dwellings per hectare although 
higher levels should be achieved for example 
within the town centre, where densities should 
reach an average of 50-60 dwellings per hectare. 
Di�erent density levels will satisfy land e�ciency 
principles; make services more viable, bring a 
more balanced population and create the variety 
of designs and styles that will create a quality en-
vironment for Sherford residents”

Figure 168 
Three and four bed 
terraces yield 53 dwellings 
per hectare with one 
on-plot parking space per 
dwelling.
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