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Introduction
Terraced and paired villa/semi-detached housing may comprise the bulk of housing 
types at Sherford, but provision of detached houses, including some large dwellings, 
will be an important ingredient in creating a strong social mix in the new settlement.
The bulk of detached housing will occur in lower density areas towards the edge of the 
neighbourhoods. However it is also desirable to replicate a feature of many traditional 
towns, namely a large detached house on a large plot in key legible locations within 
an area that is of a higher density overall and contains a broad range of dwelling types 
and tenures.

Specifications
This may be split into apartments initially but be capable of being converted back 
to a single dwelling. They must be carefully sited so as not to decrease overlooking 
of important public spaces.

A variety of architectural form and language, from traditional to contemporary.•	
A variety of sizes from small to large.•	
Dwellings must take particular advantage of site – i.e. views, solar orientation.•	
Boundaries walls/fences must be from high quality materials with substantially •	
articulated entrance piers with gates (optional).
A range of plot widths of 6.0 - 15.0m•	

c7 detached house

c8 mews

Introduction
Mews buildings were traditionally built ancillary to urban townhouses and provided 
stabling as well as servant accommodation. The mews has been introduced at Sherford 
owing to its success in accommodating the car without impairing urban design and 
in providing flexible accommodation that can be successfully used in a variety of 
ways – home office/flat ancillary to main dwelling, rented office or apartment, or a 
building under entirely separate occupation.

Specifications
A variety of plot frontages from 4.5m – 12m.•	
Typically 2 storey, occasionally 2.5-3.•	
�Front loaded garages at ground floor with integral designed front door to •	
residential or office accommodation over.
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civic buildings
Civic buildings have a special role to play in any town, often with specific and unique functions. In 
Sherford they include the following:

Town Hall
Health Centre
Library
Secondary School
Primary School
Youth Centre
Church
Police Station
Sports Pavilions
Cemetery/Memorial Garden (entrance)
Public Houses
Sports Centre

These buildings need not automatically comply with the Town Code though compliance with certain 
elements of the Code may be demanded. This will be defined in Detailed Design Codes whenever a 
civic building forms part of a Reserved Matters application site. 

Whilst unique in aspects of their use, form, type and perhaps materials, civic buildings will still be 
subservient to the demands of the wider urban design principles embodied in the Masterplan and 
Town Code and be respectful and responsive to their setting.

The following qualities and performance criteria must be addressed as part of any Detailed Design 
Code including a civic building. Some may be more parametric or flexible than others.

Building footprint and plot dimensions.•	
If freestanding, distance and dimensions from adjacent buildings.•	
Views of and from the civic building that need to be maintained or created.•	
Articulation of fronts and backs where appropriate.•	
Height and massing•	
Emphasis of particular facades, skyline and roof treatment.•	
Elevational hierarchy and proportion.•	
Building materials and fenestration.•	
Building program.•	
Location and specification of green roofs where relevant.•	
Energy performance criteria.•	
Parking, servicing and external space requirements.•	
Signage.•	

The preparation of these Detailed Design Codes should incorporate the careful study of successful 
precedent for that building type and its distillation into essential qualities as outlined in Part II Section 
C and Part III Appendix A.
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part ii section d

Block types
Section D introduces the different options for urban 
block types in Sherford. Urban blocks are the areas of 
developable land that are available after a street pattern 
is imposed. A perimeter block structure has been 
adopted for the Sherford Town Plan where there is a 
close relationship between the buildings and the street. 
Sherford perimeter blocks clearly and actively define 
street frontages, whilst ensuring informal surveillance 
to the street. They establish a hierarchy of spaces, with 
public spaces to the front and private spaces to the rear.  
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